Historical Fun Facts about Halloween

This day celebrates October 31, 1517.  That is the day that a monk named Martin Luther posted a proposal that the Christian church “reform” itself (which just means that he wanted it to stop doing things that God does not like).  Martin Luther posted his proposal on the doors of a church in Wittenberg, Germany.  


The name “Halloween” is a very short way of saying “Evening for all the saints to celebrate being made righteous,” or, “All Hallows Eve.”  A saint is just another way of saying that someone is a Christian.  Christian saints, like Martin Luther, are people, adults or children, who believe that Jesus is the perfect Son of God, and that Jesus died as a sacrifice to take away all our guilt and sins forever.  Jesus did not stay dead, but became alive again so that all who believe in Him as the Son of God may also live again.  

If you believe in Jesus as the Son of God, you can talk to Him by praying to Him.  If you have never prayed to Jesus before, you can do that right now.  Just say, “Jesus, I believe in You!” and that can be your first prayer!  If you want to know more about Jesus, get a Bible and find in it the four stories about Jesus written by the four men named Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John.  You may be very surprised to read about at all the wonderful things Jesus did for children and for other people!                                                                        © C.Booth
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"For God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him shall not perish, but have eternal life.  For God did not send the Son into the world to judge the world, but that the world might be saved through Him.”  (John 3:16-17)

“Whoever confesses that Jesus is the Son of God, God abides in him, and he in God. We have come to know and have believed the love which God has for us. God is love, and the one who abides in love abides in God, and God abides in him.” (1 John 4:15-16)

“If you confess with your mouth Jesus as Lord, and believe in your heart that God raised Him from the dead, you will be saved; for with the heart a person believes, resulting in righteousness, and with the mouth he confesses, resulting in salvation.” (Romans 10:9-10)


Happy Halloween!!!! 

and

Happy Reformation Day!!!!
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About this Tract: Happy Halloween and Happy Reformation Day

It is written by Craig W. Booth, copyright © 2008

Craig may be contacted by using the Contact Us page at thefaithfulword.org web site.

The author permits anyone to print, reproduce, or distribute this tract in any quantity or media they desire so long as they do not claim authorship, or claim to hold the copyright, and do not charge money for it but give it away freely.

The tract was originally created to be given away along with candy to the children that come to the door for “Trick or Treat” on Halloween.

Instructions for Printing the Tract with Your Home Computer:

1. Print the first page of this Word document (“Historical Fun Facts about Halloween”) on the front of a sheet of a clean sheet of paper

2. Take the printed page from the printer, turn it over so that the printed side will not be printed on again, and reload the page into the printer

3. Print the second page of this Word document (“Happy Halloween” and Bible verses) on the back of the same sheet of paper

4. This will result in four tracts residing on the one sheet of paper (a single tract uses one fourth of both the front and back of one sheet of paper).  Cut four straight lines across the paper to separate the four tracts.

5. Fold each tract in half with the “Happy Halloween and Happy Reformation Day” title as the front cover page, “Historical Fun Facts about Halloween” will be on the inside

Note: using black ink on orange paper makes a nice festive presentation

The Theology behind the Tract

It may not seem as though there is a sufficient amount of the gospel written into the tract to allow any child to get saved.  There may be some validity to that observation.  However, the purpose of the tract is to spark a child’s initial awareness of Jesus as the Christ.  If a child takes that first step of simple faith, and prays, “Jesus, I believe in You,” then I am confident that He Who has started that good work of faith in that child will finish it (Philippians 1:6).  Paul, in his letter to the Romans, points out that even the little knowledge of God that the pagans got from looking at the starry night sky, they did not invest in faith toward the real Creator, but instead worshipped idols, and so progressed even further into paganism.  But Abraham, when he got his first little knowledge of God, chose to believe, and that faith God credited to him as righteousness (Romans 4:3).  So we trust that God will take a child’s little knowledge and grow that youngster into a child of Abraham.  It is but one small seed of faith.

I planted, Apollos watered, but God was causing the growth. (1 Corinthians 3:6)

But Jesus called for them, saying, "Permit the children to come to Me, and do not hinder them, for the kingdom of God belongs to such as these.  Truly I say to you, whoever does not receive the kingdom of God like a child will not enter it at all." (Luke 18:16-17)
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